
Page 1 of 13 

 

Newspaper Clips 
December 24, 2014 



Page 2 of 13 

 



Page 3 of 13 

 



Page 4 of 13 

 



Page 5 of 13 

 



Page 6 of 13 

 



Page 7 of 13 

 



Page 8 of 13 

 



Page 9 of 13 

 



Page 10 of 13 

 



Page 11 of 13 

 



Page 12 of 13 

 

IITs continue to be NRIs' first choice 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/news/IITs-continue-to-be-NRIs-first-

choice/articleshow/45623660.cms 

CHENNAI: The Indian Institutes of Technology may not figure in the top 200 on several international university rankings 

but they remain the first choice when it comes to undergraduate education for the children of overseas Indians 

returning home, particularly IIT alumni. 

 

One of the main considerations for NRIs to come back to India is to encourage their children to get into IITs. Like Indian 

students, foreign nationals too have to write the JEE (Main) and figure among the top 1.5 lakh candidates to sit for the 

JEE (Advanced) and clear that test to get into the IITs. 

 

Dilip Kumar's parents, for instance, shifted from Dubai to India five years ago with the objective of getting him into an 

IIT. He trained for the last couple of years and joined IIT-Kharagpur this year. The Muralishankars also relocated to 

Coimbatore from the US four years ago to help their daughter Smriti prepare for the IITs. 

 

"Many IIT alumni who have lived overseas prefer to send their children to the IITs even if they can afford a foreign 

education," said R Nagarajan, dean of international and alumni relations at IIT-Madras. 

 

An IIT alumnus who has lived abroad said he wanted his daughter to study in IIT because "you cannot go wrong if you 

put your child through IIT". 

 

Another said he insisted his son complete his undergraduation at an IIT, because it is a good entry point to US 

universities. "My experience showed me that foreign institutions respect a degree from an IIT because the students are 

more prepared to handle the rigour of higher studies anywhere in the world," he said. 

 

And that, say academics, is one of the main considerations for this move. 

 

A degree from the IITs carries weight in top institutions in the world, as the institutions have been identified as providing 

good grounding for higher studies anywhere on the globe. 

 

Professor Nagarajan said an MIT professor once told him he would prefer an IIT graduate over one from a US grad school 

when it comes to graduate admissions. "The chances of an IITian getting into, say, Berkeley are high. This is because the 

curriculum is comprehensive and there are no holes, whereas in the US the curriculum is so flexible that students can 

even replace core courses with others," he said. For instance, a student in a US university may be able to give up the 

course on mass transfer, which is part of the core chemical engineering curriculum in IIT and cannot be skipped. 

 

Speaking of his own experience in Yale University after graduating as a chemical engineer from IIT-M, professor 

Nagarajan said, "Graduate studies in the US is tough, but while some of my classmates from other countries were 

struggling I was able to cope up. It wasn't because I was more brilliant than they were, but because I had gotten into the 

pattern of thinking in a certain way. I would not have been able to keep up if not for IIT." 

 

Many believe that getting students to prepare for JEE (Advanced) from Class 6 trains them to think analytically, helping 

them excel in higher studies in overseas institutions. 
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Previous worries that IITs may be lagging behind foreign institutions in promoting entrepreneurship are now being 

dismissed because of the supportive ecosystem for startups on campus, said IIT faculty. 

  

Top 5 trends at IIT placements this year 

Startups hire aggressively; variable pay zooms while base salaries stagnate 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/management/top-5-trends-at-iit-placements-this-year-
114122400177_1.html 
 
IITs began their final placements on December 1, 2014. In the first phase of placements, IITs have seen a surge in the 
number of companies coming on campus. Some other trends that this year are:  
 

1) Most IITs have managed to place around half their batch size. According to IIT Kharagpur, its students received 

maximum number of job offers as compared to other IITs. 

2) Startups came in droves: Start-ups including Housing.com, Flipkart, Ola Cabs, Commonfloor, Meru Cabs, Snapdeal and 

 Stayzilla among others hired aggressively. At IIT Madras, start-ups hired 114 of the 880 students or 13% at the end of 

the first phase of placement. A total of 65 startups participated in placements.  

3) IIT Bombay, for the first time, included manufacturing companies like GE, Airbus and Qualcomm in the coveted first 

day placement process. GE made 19 job offers.  

4) Variable pay zoomed and base salaries stagnated: With companies including various allowances in the pay package, 

variable component in the salary offered went up. For instance, US-based computer technology firm Oracle, which made 

a job offer of Rs 1.83 crore, gave a base salary of Rs 80 lakh and 4,000 shares in stock options, taking the overall 

compensation package to Rs 1.83 crore. 

5) Students declines job offers to join startups and social organisations. 
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